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With academic institutions in a state of  COVID induced flux, now is the moment to push for institutional 
change. Co-editor Shireen Motala, and contributors Sandile Ndelu and Adekeye Adebajo of  From Ivory 
Towers to Ebony Towers: Transforming Humanities Curricula in South Africa, Africa, and African-American Studies 
will look at the issues of  equity and transformation, the student movement as well as the historical 
struggles for curriculum transformation. Kammila Naidoo with chair the discussion.

Professor Motala is the DST/NRF SARChI Chair: Teaching and 
Learning and currently the Head: Postgraduate School at the University 
of  Johannesburg (UJ). Her research record includes publications in 
journals and books and editorship of  local and international journals. 
Her research interests are in the areas of  education financing and 
school reform, access and equity, and decolonisation. Professor Motala 
is the co-editor (with Oluwaseun Tella) of  the book From Ivory Towers to 
Ebony Towers: Transforming Humanities Curricula in South Africa, Africa, and 
African-American Studies

Professor Adekeye Adebajo is the Director of  the Institute for Pan-
African Thought and Conversation (IPATC) at the University of  
Johannesburg. He is the author of  six books, including Building Peace in 
West Africa; The Curse of  Berlin: Africa after the Cold War; and Thabo Mbeki: 
Africa’s Philosopher-King; as well as co-editor or editor of  nine books on 
Africa’s International Relations. Professor Adebajo holds a doctorate 
from Oxford University in England.

Ms Sandile Ndelu is a South African Black Trans Feminist writer, 
speaker and public interest lawyer currently working as the Advocacy 
Coordinator at the University of  the Witwatersrand’s Centre for Applied 
Legal Studies (CALS). Sandile holds a Bachelor of  Arts in Media and 
Writing Studies as well as a Postgraduate Bachelor of  Laws, both from 
the University of  Cape Town (UCT). A “Fallist” and co-founder of  the 
UCT: Trans* Collective, Sandile went on to establish the Trans University 
Forum (TUF!) which aims to mobilise around the transgender inclusivity 
and affirmation at all 26 South African universities.

Professor Kammila Naidoo is the Executive Dean of  the Faculty 
of  Humanities and Professor of  Sociology at the University of  
Johannesburg. She is an experienced educator, with her published 
works being primarily in the areas of  gender relations, family, and the 
changing politics of  communities-in-transition. She has served as a 
journal editor of  the South African Review of  Sociology and has sat 
on a number of  review panels, both for universities and institutional 
bodies.
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